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were scandalised, and Valerius had to invoke the custom of the Eastern Church in support of his action. In the west a priest was never permitted to preach in the presence of his bishop, and the latter always reserved for himself the preparation of the competents and their baptism. I have said that the priest was only a kind of curate to his bishop. It must be understood that he was, as a rule, only intrusted with the duties of what we would consider a very minor curacy. The number of Christians was so small that the bishop usually found it possible to do all the preaching and baptizing in his parcecia.1 Hence, although the ' parish ' sometimes had an ample territory— that of Hippo extending for some forty miles—it rarely numbered very many souls, and it is entirely misleading to give the number of African bishops as an indication of the Christian population.2 There were probably about five hundred Catholic bishops in the diocese of Africa at the end of the
1  The word ' diocese ' was then applied to a large division of the empire, such as north-west Africa.
2  For instance, one is impressed at first by the statement that there were 748 bishops (Donatist and Catholic) at the great conference at Carthage in 411.    But, on the other hand, we cannot find that there were more than some twenty or thirty missions in Augustine's own paraeda (and this after the ' conversion' of the Donatists) at the close of his career.